'‘Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that
gathered around him was so large that he got into a boat and
sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the
shore at the water’s edge. ‘He taught them many things by
parables, and in his teaching said: *“Listen! A farmer went out to
sow his seed. “As he was scattering the seed, some fell along
the path, and the birds came and ate it up.

Mark 4:1-11 (NIV)



"Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. °But when the
sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered
because they had no root. ‘Other seed fell among thorns, which
grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear

grain. “Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and
produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a

hundred times.” "Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let
them hear.”

Mark 4:1-11 (NIV)



“When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him
asked him about the parables. "He told them, “The secret of the

kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the
outside everything is said in parables.

Mark 4:1-11 (NIV)



*Jesus went on to say, "The Kingdom of God is like this. A man
scatters seed in his field. “'He sleeps at night, is up and about
during the day, and all the while the seeds are sprouting and
growing. Yet he does not know how it happens.

Mark 4:26-27 (GNT)



THE SECRETS OF
THE KINGDOM



Secret: “musterion”

Greek word for mystery.

It does not mean something which is complicated and
mysterious in our sense of the term. It means something which
Is quite unintelligible to the person who has not been initiated

into its meaning, but is perfectly plain to the person who has
been initiated.



“When we hear the Christian message we must really take it into
our minds. The human mind is an odd and dangerous machine.
We are so constructed, in the wise providence of creation, that,
whenever a foreign body threatens to enter the eye, the eye
automatically closes. That is an instinctive, reflex action.
Whenever the mind hears something that it does not want to
hear it automatically closes its door. There are times when truth
can hurt; but sometimes a distasteful drug or an unpleasant
treatment must be accepted if health is to be preserved. To shut
the mind to truth we do not want to hear is the straight road to
disaster and to tragedy.”

William Barclay



God’s Seed is His Word of Truth and

Power
His Word is Meant to Give Light and Build Our Faith for Our:

1. Personal Well-Being
2. Family

3. Career

4. Kingdom Contribution




“Listen to me: it is true that there were many widows in Israel
during the time of Elijah, when there was no rain for three and a
half years and a severe famine spread throughout the whole
land. “°Yet Elijah was not sent to anyone in Israel, but only to a
widow living in Zarephath in the territory of Sidon. “’And there
were many people suffering from a dreaded skin disease who

lived in Israel during the time of the prophet Elisha; yet not one
of them was healed, but only Naaman the Syrian."

Luke 4:25-27 (GNT)



The Seeds We Receive




The Seeds We Sow



In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your
hand, for you do not know which will prosper, this or that, or
whether both alike will be good.

Ecclesiastes 11:6 (ESV)
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The only seed that can’t grow or multiply is the
one that’s still in your hand.






